
 

 

Sponsor Pack 2017     

 

A warm welcome from the organizing committee of BSides Edinburgh to all prospective 

sponsors.  This is the first year for a conference which is new to Scotland (although the BSides 

reputation is known globally), and with your help we hope to make it a big success. 

Our main organisation is BSides Scotland, and the 2017 event will be held in Edinburgh as 

befits the capital city on Friday 7th April 2017.   

 

 

 

 

 

We hope to continue in 2018 to bring you BSides Glasgow and then continue around the 

Scottish cities (although the mention of BSides Lerwick on the website was really just a joke!). 

The Conference 

 

As this is the first year for BSides in Scotland we have decided to keep things quite small and 

simple.  The Conference will be free to attendees and will last one day.  There will be two 

speaker tracks, one for technical security (including development) and one for InfoSec.  There 

is some possibility that if we receive a high enough number of quality paper submissions that 

there may be a third track (which may possibly be for new speakers – aka “Rookie Track”).  We 

are aiming at around 250 to 300 attendees. 



 

 

 

We’re looking to starting and perhaps finishing the day with Keynote speeches by invited 

experts, and we will also have a workshop track for activities lending themselves to smaller, 

more participatory groups.  Our gold and platinum sponsors will be offered the first 

opportunity to take the slots for workshops, and it will be really interesting to see what 

innovative ideas people come up with.  We are also open to further suggestions from Sponsors 

on activities they might want to design (for example CTF events, CV clinic etc.). 

Attendance at the Conference will be free, and money for the expenses associated with the 

day will be entirely raised by sponsorship. 

The Speakers 

 

With two (or maybe 3) tracks, and events running from 10am to 6pm, this gives us up to fifteen 

hour slots to be selected via an open Call to Papers, which will open in October 2016 and close 

at the end of January 2017.  

The schedule below is just indicative of one option we are considering. 

Time Slot Room One 

(Auditorium) 

Room Two  

(Great Hall) 

Room Three  

(New Library) 

10 -11 Keynote N/A N/A 

11 - 12 Speaker One Speaker Two Speaker Eleven 

12 - 13 Speaker Three Speaker Four Speaker Twelve 

13 – 14 Lunch Lunch Lunch 

14 - 15 Speaker Five Speaker Six Speaker Thirteen 

15 – 15:45 Speaker Seven Speaker Eight Speaker Fourteen 

15:45 – 16:15  Coffee Coffee Coffee 

16:15 – 17:00 Speaker Nine Speaker Ten Speaker Fifteen 

17:00 – 18:00 Keynote N/A N/A 

 



 

 

Talks will be selected from the CFP submissions on merit, but with a view to balancing out the 

content and making it as interesting as possible to a wide range of attendees.  We want to 

actively encourage speakers from groups who have been under-represented at security events 

in the past; in particular from women. 

Sponsors do not have an automatic right to speaker slots (although we encourage them to 

submit papers), but our platinum and gold sponsors do have first opportunity to put on either 

a workshop or another event of their choosing. 

The Venue 

 

The venue is always a key feature of any Conference, and we feel that the one we are 

working with selected fulfils all the needs of attendees and sponsors alike. 

Our chosen venue for 2016 is the Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh.  This unique and 

historic building is bang in the centre of things, surrounded by restaurants, shops and bars.   

 

 

It is a unique mixture of historical and modern, with Georgian and Victorian architecture 

mingled with state of the art conference facilities. 



 

 

 

Exterior of Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh 

Within easy walking distance of Waverly Station and the tram link to the station, the venue 

has a number of key features which we will be hoping to offer to our sponsors and 

attendees: - 

 300-seat Auditorium for Keynotes and track one 

 “The Great Hall” – up to 150 seats for track two  

 “The New Library” – up to 70 seats for track three 

 Multi-media equipped meeting rooms for workshops and breakouts 

 On site catering with free breakfast, lunch and coffee breaks for attendees 

 Wi-Fi fast Internet Access 

 Integrated AV with filming of Track One 

 Dedicated ‘VIP’ lounge exclusive to sponsors and speakers 

 

Auditorium      Great Hall 

 



 

 

 

Grand Staircase     New Library 

 



 

 

 

The Date 

BSides Scotland will take place on Friday 7th April 2017. 

The City and the Country 

Probably no one needs to tell you about the attraction of Edinburgh to conference 

delegates.  Truly a world famous city, it is a Unesco World Heritage site for both its Old and 

New Towns.  From fine dining, to friendly bars to the iconic Castle itself, no one will be short 

of things to do, and we are deliberately staging the event on a Friday, as we believe many  

 

people will want to stay on over the weekend. 

Beyond the City, Scotland itself stretches out, with the Conference venue only around an 

hour’s drive to two other interesting Cities (Glasgow and Stirling), and two hours to Loch 

Lomond and the start of the Highlands. 

 

The Deal 

 

We believe that sponsoring BSides Edinburgh brings a lot to your organization.  Firstly, 

particularly for larger companies, it represents an ideal opportunity for recruitment, with large 

numbers of eligible testers, developers and other security professionals all in one place.  In 

addition, with Security courses at several Scottish Universities there will inevitably be a lot of 

students and recent graduates looking for opportunities.  With the fees charged by agencies, 

even one hire could pay back the entire cost of sponsorship. 



 

 

Secondly, exposure.  The market in Scotland is fairly small and self-contained, and a little 

publicity in Edinburgh is worth a lot compared to large conferences such as InfoSec where it 

is easy to spend a lot of money for very little concentrated time with decision makers.  

Obviously it is our first time so we don’t have detailed past figures, but a comparison with 

other BSides Conferences would suggest that a fair proportion of attendees will be consumers 

of security services with buying authority. 

 We are pleased to be able to offer the following to our sponsors at different levels: - 

 Platinum 

(full) 

Gold 

£2000 

Silver 

£750 

Large Stall at venue X 
 

  

Medium Stall at venue  X  

Banner at venue X 
 

  

Gift in goodie bag X X X 

Interview in event video X   

Article on website X X  

Feature in event booklet X   

Blurb in event program X X  

Logo on website X X X 

Workshop/Competition etc. X X  

Guaranteed event tickets X X X 

Entrance to sponsor lounge X X X 

Tickets to VIP Dinner X X X 

 

 

In addition, we have the following unique sponsorship opportunities – please contact us to 

discuss costings for these: - 

 Goodie Bag (your logo and URL on the bag given to attendees) 

 Coffee 

 Lunch 

 After-Party (your opportunity to be really popular with the attendees!) 

 

Who are We? 

 

The organizing committee members are Rory McCune, Rory Alsop and Marion McCune.  We 

are all security professionals with many years’ experience both in the industry and in organizing 



 

 

events, and we are all passionate about making this conference great, this year and in years to 

come. 

 

Rory McCune  Marion McCune   Rory Alsop 

 

Contact Us 

 

To confirm your place or for further details on sponsorship, please email us at 

info@bsidesedinburgh.org.uk or Tweet @bsidesedinburgh. 

You can also ring Marion McCune at +44 7786800777 UK hours 

 

 

mailto:info@bsidesedinburgh.org.uk

